James Richard Pelczar
December 13, 1945 - June 5, 2020

James Richard Edmond Pelczar, 74, of Bay City, our caring, humorous, hardworking,
loving, and devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend was born into
eternal life on the evening of Friday, June 5, 2020 in Traverse City. Jim was born on
December 13, 1945 in Grayling, the son of the late Dr. Walter and Florence (Kolany)
Pelczar. Jim graduated form St. James High School in Bay City and went on to attend
Delta College and Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, and eventually obtained his
certification as a Registered Respiratory Therapist in Chicago. He proudly served his
country in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam War from 1966 through 1969, traveling
the world. On February 20, 1971, Jim married the love of his life, the former Janet Hoin at
All Saints Parish (St. James Catholic Church) in Bay City. Together they shared almost 50
years of marriage, three wonderful children, and countless memories. After leaving the
U.S. Air Force, Jim started his career as an Orderly at General Hospital. He continued his
work there as a Registered Respiratory Therapist and later became a manager and
director. A devout Catholic, Jim worshiped at St. James Church, St. Hyacinth Church, and
St. Boniface Church. He was a member of the V.F.W. and American Legion, Post 18.
Throughout life, Jim enjoyed woodworking, camping, and antiquing. Above all, Jim loved
his family, they were the light of his life. He will be missed dearly and lovingly remembered
for generations to come. Jim leaves to cherish his memory, his loving wife, Jan; their
children, Heather (Stefan) Orlando, Rebecca (Brian) Benson), and Nate (David Moreno)
Pelczar; grandchildren, Jarritt Orlando, Isaac Orlando, Bradley Benson, and Mikaella
Orlando.; siblings, Robert (Janet) Pelczar, Judy (Joseph) Chenevert, Barbara (Michael)
Kusisto, Dorothy (Richard) Tinaza, and Elizabeth (William) Valenta, along with many
nieces, nephews, and friends. In addition to his parents, Jim was welcomed home to
heaven by his sister, Mary Ann Rejefski. Jim’s family will be present to receive visitors on
Friday, June 12, 2020, from 2:00 PM until 7:00 PM at Skorupski Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Services, 821 N. Pine Rd., between Ridge & Center. Due to the current
COVID-19 restrictions, please be advised the number of visitors will be limited and there
may be a wait. Fr. Dale Orlik will officiate a private family funeral at 7:00 PM on Friday,
June 12, 2020. The funeral will be limited to immediate family only and may be viewed live
by clicking here https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/2244633. In lieu of flowers, memorial

contributions may be directed to the Bay City American Legion, Post 18, or Aleda E. Lutz
V.A. Medical Center in Saginaw. Expressions of sympathy may be shared with the family
online at www.skorupskis.com.

Cemetery

Events

Great Lakes National

JUN Visiting

Cemetery

12

4200 Belford Rd.

02:00PM - 07:00PM

Skorupski Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services Bay County

Holly, MI, 48442

821 N. Pine Rd., Essexville, MI, US, 48732

JUN Memorial Ceremony
12

07:00PM

Skorupski Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services Bay County
821 N. Pine Rd., Essexville, MI, US, 48732

Comments

“

My sincerest sympathies to all of JIm's family. From those early days working with
him at Bay Med and then to be able to help care for him all these years later makes it
seem that things went full circle. Enjoyed being able to spend time with him again
and my heart goes out to each of you for the loss of your beloved husband and
father.

Laura Nagel, VA Respiratory Care - June 13 at 05:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dorothy Tinaza - June 12 at 02:27 PM

“

Dear Heather and family,
I am so very sorry for your loss! Thoughts and prayers for all of you. ~Jeanne Rice

jeanne rice - June 12 at 08:16 AM

“

Jan, so sorry to hear this sad news...I knew you from your going to nursing school
with Kathy Eberlein and being roommates with her..she passed away a few months
ago. Kathy and I went to school together in Sebewaing..I am also friends with Marie
Klamer, your sis in law Betsy and Sue Schram who also wrote on here. My heart
goes out to you at this sad time. May God wrap His arms of love around you and
your family at this sad time and always. Love, Anita Rook Mueller

Anita Mueller - June 11 at 07:51 PM

“

We will miss you,Jim. I remember the fun we had at St. James
He was a kind and gentle man.

sue dolsen - June 11 at 11:00 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of husband & father, Jim. Wally will always remember Jim from
High school at St. James. Our sincere sympathy to Jan, and children; especially
Heather (whom Linda taught at nursing school). He is now in heaven laughing and
joking with Jim Eigner. Linda & Walt Skrocki

Linda Skrocki - June 11 at 09:56 AM

“

I recall his happiness at making a closedin area in his garage to heat in the winter
whilst he did woodworking; his liking Jans parents coming to live with them, and the
rec room he made in the basement. He liked people and doing things for them. Bill
Rejefski

Bill Rejefski - June 10 at 08:37 PM

“

John Hoin, Tamara Norman & Wanda Bischer purchased the Large Basket Garden
for the family of James Richard Pelczar.

John Hoin, Tamara Norman & Wanda Bischer - June 10 at 04:13 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of James Richard Pelczar.

June 10 at 03:00 PM

“

We met Jim, Jan and their family at Round Lake Campground in National City. They
became fast friends with our whole family. Many happy and companionable times
were spent with them there. Love to his family and know that you are in our thoughts
and prayers. His presence will leave a big hole in your hearts but know that he is at
peace and we will all join him in Heaven one day.
Love Betty Robison and Theresa Blackmer

Theresa Blackmer - June 10 at 02:35 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Richard Pelczar.

June 10 at 02:20 PM

“

My first student at Delta, my second brother. What a wonderful friend, father and
husband. I thank Jim for bringing his whole family into my life. He always "measured
twice, cut once," and he wouldn't tell you if he didn't! I hope that my funny memories
will help Jan through her loss, when we have time to reminisce and poke fun and
laugh.
Barbara Disborough

Barbara Disborough - June 10 at 01:06 PM

“

I worked with Jim in Respiratory Care and he in fact was my instructor and teacher. I
believe I was the last OJT that Jim trained off the street. When I started in
Respiratory I was greener than green and knew nothing about Respiratory. Jim was
always helpful and if we didn't have the right part or equipment Jim was the king of
"jerry rigging" to make it fit or work. And one other thing when you walked the halls @
Bay Med with Jim you had to jog to keep up with him. May God bless you Jan and
your family during this difficult time. Dave and Mary Michalak

Dave Michalak - June 10 at 12:59 PM

“

My condolences to you Jan and your family. Jim was my boss in Respiratory many
years ago too. He told me the most important thing to know was where all the
cookies were at the nurses' stations. Everyone liked Jim and he had everyone's
respect. RIP Jim.

Susie Thomason - June 10 at 12:37 PM

“

My condolences to Jan and the family. I worked under Jim in the respiratory
department and learned many things from him. He had such a creative mind and
could come up some way to make a piece of equipment work. RIP Jim!! Jim Blundell

jim blundell - June 10 at 12:10 PM

“

Jim always was a kind man who could smooth a frazzled nerve in the most difficult of times.
Prayers to the family you loved so much during this difficult time.
sue schram - June 10 at 12:44 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss. I met your family through Scouting.
Jean Moreau

Jean Moreau - June 10 at 12:04 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of James Richard Pelczar.

June 10 at 10:29 AM

“

Our condolences to Jan, Heather, Becky and Nate. I met Jim on my first day of work
at General Hospital. Through the years we shared many memories whether it be at
the hospital, the bowling and golf leagues or watching our families grow. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to Jim and his family. He will be greatly missed!
Love, Ron & Carol Chartier

Ron & Carol Chartier - June 10 at 08:30 AM

“

America the Beautiful was purchased for the family of James Richard Pelczar.

June 09 at 08:14 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear of Jim's passing. My favorite memory of Jim is that no one
could keep up with him walking the halls of Bay Med. When he was on a "mission" it
was full speed ahead. Jim's laugh was also unique and infectious. Prayers to you
Janet, and your entire family, at this difficult time.
Rich Weiler

Rich Weiler - June 09 at 04:39 PM

“

Jim was a high school classmate of mine in the class of 1964 at St James. So sorry
to here of his passing. He will be missed by many. RIP Jim
Zoe Mc Grath

Zoe McGrath - June 09 at 03:57 PM

“

With love, Bridget House purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of James
Richard Pelczar.

With love, Bridget House - June 09 at 03:55 PM

“

Dear Janet and Family,
I haven't seen Jim in years but remember when we both worked @ General Hospital
also you Janet. Both of you were so very nice, friendly and glad we had that
opportunity many years ago to work together. I can remember when you two started
dating and got married.
I was saddened when I saw Jim left his earthly journey.
May our Lord give you Janet and your family and friends strength during this time
and give you peace and comfort. May Jim 's soul rest forever and ever!! God Bless
you and all your family.
Love in Christ
Marie Klamer

Marie Klamer - June 09 at 12:54 PM

“

I can’t find the words to truly express how sorry I am for your loss, Jan and family.
Jim was one of the good guys ! Will miss his smile! Love to you all. Kath

Kathy Erndt - June 09 at 09:24 AM

“

So sorry to learn about Jim's passing. Jim always took time to chat with us about the
families and what was going on in everyone's lives. He was a very a kind man and
we will miss running into him at different stores. Our thoughts and prayers are with
your family during this difficult time.

George & Molly Babcock - June 09 at 05:34 AM

“

Condolences to Jan and Family.
Shirley and I have fond memories of Jim from Bay Med days. We all volunteered for
the Explorers Group, even met at Jim & Jan’s house.
Our prayers are with you during this most difficult time.

Bob & Shirley Villaire - June 08 at 10:39 PM

“

I enjoyed Jim as a mentor ,boss , and friend. We always teased if Jim couldn’t fix it or
build it from parts it couldn’t be done. I am so sorry for your loss and pray for God’s
love to be with each one of you

Doug Cojeen - June 08 at 09:02 PM

