Kelly Jo Graves
September 3, 1974 - February 28, 2020

Kelly Jo Graves, 45, of Kawkawlin, our beautiful, smart, witty, strong-willed, and most kind
wife, mother, daughter, sister, aunt, and friend passed away on the morning of Friday,
February 28, 2020 at her home. Kelly was born in Bay City on September 3, 1974, the
daughter of John “Jack” and Darlene (Kelly) Pennell. She graduated from Bay City
Western and went on to attend Delta College and Davenport University, receiving her
Bachelor Degree. Kelly worked as the manager of business development for Heartland
Hospice, where she was loved dearly. She was a natural people person, with her bubbly
and friendly personality. She will be deeply missed, yet lovingly remembered for
generations to come. Kelly leaves to carry on her legacy, her husband, Christopher
Graves; son, Cody Hoppe and his father, Kris Hoppe; step-son, Mitchell Schatzer; father
and mother, Jack and Darlene Pennell; brother, Timothy Pennell; mother-in-law, Judy
Graves; sister-in-law, Lisa (David) LaCourt; brother-in-law, Scott (Amy Wood) Graves,
along with her special friends Kim, Julie, Linda, Tracy, Sarah, Patty, Stephanie, and all of
her Heartland family. Also surviving are many nieces, nephews, and extended family
members. Kelly was preceded in death by her father-in-law, Doug Graves. Per Kelly’s
wishes, cremation will take place with a Celebration of Life to be held at a later date.
Memorial contributions may be directed to the Heartland Hospice Foundation. Final
arrangements have been entrusted to Skorupski’s – Bay County. Expressions of sympathy
may be shared with the family online at www.skorupskis.com.

Comments

“

Kelly had fire in her spirit. Always full of life and able to make you laugh even in the
darkest of days. I will never forget her generous heart. Or her walking in and saying,
"Girl..." followed by a unique story. Many prayers sent to her family and friends. God
bless all of you. I was blessed to work with her through Heartland.

Tammy Phillips - April 04 at 02:40 PM

“

Best Babysitter, neighbor, and friend ! Hugs and prayers to your family.

Victoria Lomba Huff - March 06 at 12:33 PM

“

I met Kelly about 5 years ago at the casino we became instant friends. Kelly always
had a smile even when we were losing our butts. You was always the kindest and
most understanding friend. I will miss you terribly. Rest in peace my friend.

Laurie Hilton - March 02 at 03:50 PM

“

I hadn't seen Kelly in years, the short time I did have though was always happy, full
of life. A spirit to be dealt with. This news is heartbreaking. My heart, thoughts and
prayers are with the family. I am so very sorry.

Teri Duso - March 02 at 10:02 AM

“

You were always so happy and kind. People should aspire to be as gracious as you
were. I will miss our chats. Rest in heaven my beautiful friend.

Teena - February 29 at 08:38 AM

“

You will be missed dearly my friend

Patti Rohn - February 29 at 07:40 AM

“

I can't believe you're gone Kelly! I remember ENDLESS baseball games, bar nights,
hanging out with our boys! I'm so glad I had the pleasure of being friends with you!
Nick is devastated and so am I! He doesn't have his 2nd mother anymore! I know
now that you are not suffering anymore and that is the only thing that I am at peace
with right now! Until we meet again.... you

Stephanie LaRocque - February 29 at 06:56 AM

“

Teresa Babcock lit a candle in memory of Kelly Jo Graves

Teresa Babcock - February 28 at 10:52 PM

“

I grew up next to Kelly and was at her house a lot as a child. We lived right next door.
Jack and Dar we’re always so wonderful to me. I have so many wonderful memories,
I am so sorry to hear of her passing . My heart goes out to her family.

Trina (Adamczyk) Belger - February 28 at 10:17 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelly Jo Graves.

February 28 at 09:51 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I remember Heather & I visiting you Kelly & Tim every week
for chit chat & coffee. Kelly & Heather played together & really enjoyed each other’s
company

maureen raymaker - February 28 at 06:11 PM

