Robert Russell Short
September 17, 2019

It is with great sadness that the family of Robert R. Short announces his sudden passing
on September 17, 2019, at the age of 76 years. Bob, as he was known to family and
friends, was a lifelong resident of Bay County since his birth on April 9, 1943. Bob was the
4th child born to the late Raymond Short and Irene (Fogelsonger) Short. On July 16, 1966,
Bob married the love of his life, best friend, and wife of 53 years, Jeanne (DiPlacido)
Short. Bob was a devoted husband and father. He and Jeanne enjoyed a very happy life
with their family. They were extremely proud of their children: Trent (deceased 1968);
Derek (Lisa) of Bay City; Tiffany (Jon) of Zionsville, IN; and Daphne (Jim) of Clarkston,
MI. Their family grew with the blessings of 8 wonderful grandchildren: Noah, Samantha,
Willem, Audrey, Jayna, Kyle, Sadie, and Ruby. Bob treasured his grandchildren greatly
and talked about them at length, whenever presented with the opportunity. Bob was
extremely generous and caring, always making the needs of his family the highest priority.
In addition to his strong devotion to his family, Bob was a very hard-working individual who
carried on the legacy of the trucking company started by his father Raymond in 1930.
After completing his studies at Haithcock Preparatory School in Greenwich,
Connecticut, Bob spent his professional career at Short Freight Lines, Inc. and Saginaw
Valley Marine Terminal, Inc. He worked at the family businesses for 63 years, serving as a
corporate officer for over 55 years and as President and CEO for the past 30 years.
Together with Jeanne, Bob also founded Dakota Leasing, Inc. in 1983. Bob was extremely
dedicated to his companies and worked at least five days a week right up until his
passing. Bob leaves a legacy of pride, strong work-ethic, and a dedication to excellence.
Anyone who knew Bob knew about his love of hunting pheasant, shooting skeet, classic
cars, history, and animals. For almost 50 years, Bob took annual trips to South Dakota to
hunt pheasant with his beloved dogs. Bob was very proud of his restored 1948 Jeep
Willys. He regularly entered the vehicle in several shows and was a popular attraction at
the Bay City St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Recently, Bob won Best in Show at Cool City Car
Show & Cruze. Bob also enjoyed fishing, photography, woodworking, and painting. A lover
of Northern Michigan, Bob also took pleasure in the wonderful colors that our Michigan fall
weather produces. In recent years, Bob became a voracious reader who enjoyed history,
especially that of World War II. He was also an avid sports fan who loved MSU football,

Tigers baseball, and tolerated the Detroit Lions. Bob was a member of the Saginaw Club,
Frankenmuth Conservation Club, Saginaw Field & Stream Conservation Club, and a
lifelong member of the NRA. Bob took special pride being part of these groups and
enjoyed the friendships that stemmed from his memberships. Bob was greatly loved by his
family and was always quick to offer a joke, smile, or hug. Known for his humor and wit,
Bob was a beloved husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, cousin, mentor, and friend
to many. He achieved many successes in his lifetime, but his greatest achievements were
always centered around his family. Bob’s family will be present to receive visitors on
Friday, September 20, 2019, from 2:00 PM until 8:00 PM at Skorupski Family Funeral
Home & Cremation Services, 955 N. Pine Rd., Hampton Twp. On Saturday, September
21, 2019, Bob will be taken to First Presbyterian Church, 805 Center Ave., Bay City, where
his Funeral Ceremony will be held at 11:00 AM. Interment will follow at St. Patrick
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to a charity of the donor’s choice.
Expressions of sympathy may be shared with the family online at www.skorupskis.com.

Comments

“

I was saddened to hear of Bob's sudden passing. My sympathies to Jeanne and the
entire Short family.
From your friends at Service Forms & Graphics, Inc.

Fred S. Wittenmeier - SFG - September 27, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Met Bob 33 years ago this month, leasing my truck to the Saginaw Valley Marine
Terminal division. Eight years later, the same month, I became a company driver for
his Dakota Leasing corporation.
Before then, it seemed like I changed companies like I changed socks - things just
didn't work.
33 years ago, and I'm still here.
Over that time, it seemed like we became like siblings, Bob being like an older
brother that I never had. And over time, it seemed like he took me into his confidence
- his meetings in his office wanting to know my opinion on whatever was on his mind.
And whatever was on my mind, Bob heard that, too...
Sure am going to miss my friend...
Until we meet again...
Gerald Arnold Mossner

Gerald A Mossner - September 20, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“
“

Laura Strong - September 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

Our condolences.

Dr.Rita (Munley) & Gary(Gus) Gallagher - September 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Rest In Peace dear cousin, memories of our younger days together when both our
parents were alive I will cherish forever.

Donna Short Groya - September 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I will always remember the good times up north, thanks for the memories. I’m sure
Bob and Rick are enjoying each other’s company in heaven.

Allen Rabideau - September 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Daphne, my heartfelt condolences to you and your family at this difficult time. My
prayers for you and your family. Bill Malian

Bill Malian - September 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear of this news. Bob Short was an amazing, caring man who has left a
wonderful family legacy. Thank you Mr. Short for your kindness, fond childhood
memories and daughter Daphne. You will be missed but never forgotten. SincerelyJenny Lee ??

Jennifer Swantek-Brady - September 18, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Met Bob 33 years ago this month when I leased my truck to Saginaw Valley Marine
Terminal...been with the company since then, the last 25 years as his company
driver...
Proud to have called him my friend, boss and an older brother I never had...
My heartfelt prayers to his family...
Till we meet again, my friend
Jerry aka "Moe"

Gerald A Mossner - September 18, 2019 at 12:00 AM

