Tony VanDenBerg
October 26, 1928 - September 14, 2020

Tony VanDenBerg, age 91, of Bay City, our hardworking, loving, strong-willed, and
courageous mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, and friend passed away peacefully on the
evening of Monday, September 14, 2020 at Sheffield Bay. Tony was born in Amsterdam,
the Netherlands on October 26, 1928, the daughter of the late Arie and Marie (Bergman)
Slikker. Growing up, Tony's father had a job with the government that placed most of her
childhood in the Dutch Indies. As a young lady, Tony was considered for the Olympics as
a swimmer, but was never able to compete as the war broke out. After the Japanese
invaded the island, Tony, her mother, brother, and sister were placed in a concentration
camp, while her father was put in a work camp. They resided there until the end of the
war, and miraculously, all survived the concentration camp by a miracle. Thankfully, the
commander refused an order to blow up a cave with occupants in it. Tony was 18 years
old and 80 lbs. when she was liberated by the Dutch Marines. It was during that liberation
when Tony met the love of her life, a Dutch Marine by the name of Peter VanDenBerg,
when he liberated the island. They would meet again in the Netherlands, where Tony was
going to school to be a nurse. Peter fell in love with Tony’s character and they were united
in marriage in November of 1949. They had two children in the Netherlands. They wanted
to emigrate, so they put papers in to a few different countries; with acceptance from the
United States first. In 1952, Tony and Peter emigrated to the U.S. with $50, luggage, and
two kids. A relative of Peter's from Bay City sponsored their emigration, so they moved to
Bay City to be near. They later had three more children in the United States. In the U.S.,
Tony worked as a waitress, where she loved waiting tables and connecting with people
from all walks of life. Tony enjoyed traveling the world and had a special love for Alaska.
She also enjoyed cross-stitching, crocheting, along with gardening and tending to her
flowers. She will forever be remembered by her family for her famous phrase, “Love
Always.” Tony's strong will and determination will live on in the hearts of her family and
friends for generations to come. Tony leaves to carry on her legacy, her children,
Maryanke (Paul) Alexander, Tony VanDenBerg (Debbi Patterson), and Rebecca (Fred)
Meier; grandchildren, Luke (Kristen) Owen, Anneka (Anthony) Smucler, Veronica
VanDenBerg, Morgan VanDenBerg, Matthew (Megan) Meier, and Andrew Meier (fiance,
Isabela Rabelow); many great-grandchildren; sister, Colby Slikker, along with many nieces

and nephews. In addition to her parents, Tony was preceded in death by her husband,
Peter, on October 9, 1999; daughter, Adri VanDenBerg; son, Peter VanDenBerg, and
brother, Marenus "Mark" Slikker. Private arrangements have been entrusted to Skorupski
Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 821 N. Pine Rd., between Ridge & Center.
Memorial contributions may be directed to the Alzheimer’s Association. Expressions of
sympathy may be shared with the family online at www.skorupskis.com.

Comments

“

Tony and family,
So sorry to hear about your mom. Remember her coming to Hampton school when
we were both there and all your stories about visiting the Netherlands.
Take care,
Sue (RIvard ) Hunter

Susan F Hunter - September 20, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

Dear Maryanke and family.
I'm so sorry to here of your moms passing. I have no doubt my mom (Nina) greeted
her in heaven. I miss them both so much.
deborah davis (schaefer)

Deborah Davis - September 18, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

My condolences to the family, especially Maryanke. We were friends in high school
and college and I remember your mother and family well. Very sorry for your loss.
Jane Marcou Vondrasek.

jane vondradek - September 17, 2020 at 03:46 PM

“

She was a special lady. She taught me how to see things differently and be patient.
She really touched my life and all who knew her. She is missed.

Ray Clark - September 15, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

May the Lord give you peace and strength in the loss of Tony. She was such a joy,
always with a smile. Tony will be missed by all who knew her. Tony has entered
eternal life and is with the love of her life Peter once again.
Kathleen (Wolner) Colone

Kathleen Colone - September 15, 2020 at 06:35 PM

“

To all of theVandenberg Family: So sorry to hear about your mother's death. We
have alot of memories of our next door neighbor back in the 60's as well as the 70's.
Sending prayers . Jan and Jerry DeWyse.

Jan and Jerry DeWyse - September 15, 2020 at 05:25 PM

“

I never had the privilege to meet Tony. But it sounds like she was an amazing lady and had
endured terrible circumstances and survived with positive attitude. Prayers to your family
Brenda Weaver - September 15, 2020 at 08:59 PM

“

So sorry to hear of my sweet fun loving friends passing. Our many luncheons road trips
and shopping adventures. So many laughs and special memories I will keep in my heart
forever. RIP Dear Friend. Sympathy to All the Family.
Ruth Klosowski - September 17, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

Sending loving thoughts and prayers to all of ,(my dearest friend) Tony's family. I met her at
a bazaar in 1982 and immediately we 'clicked'. Tony was a unique/ one of a kind person
and so full of life. Time spent with her was always special, fun and memorable. I sure miss
those days with my "Forever Friend." Elaine Sheppard
Elaine Sheppardee - September 19, 2020 at 02:12 PM

“

Dear MaryJane, Tony and Rebecca, I just wanted to reach out and send a note to express
my sympathy for your loss. It has been decades since we have been in touch. I have such
fond memories of your mother from when we were children and for a short period of time
our families spent some memorable times together. I recall your mother as such a vivacious
and lively person with a real zest for life. I am glad to know she lived such a long life. My
heart goes out to all of you. Jill Ferris (Vereyken)
Jill Ferris - September 20, 2020 at 12:50 PM

“

Sending hugs to you MaryJane, Tony and Rebecca...I have fond memories of your mom
and your whole family from my childhood. I still enjoy making your mom's French Chicken
recipe and can see her making it in the kitchen and us all sitting at your table enjoying it
together...seems like only yesterday. Please know you are in my thoughts at this sad time.
Jude Vereyken
Jude Vereyken - September 21, 2020 at 08:31 PM

